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EERTING HOUSE OF THL SOCILETY OF FRIEHDS

Rutherford Pluce und 15th Street,.ﬁew York City HABS

NY,
31-NEYO,

Location and Title 8-

"$his building is locatsd on the South-zast side of Stuyve~
sant 8quare, facing Jtuyvesant Fark. The property was formerly the
northern end of tho farm purchased by Petrus Stuyvesant for 6400
gullders shortly after he cewe to America in 1647. 1t comprised
the lend between.ﬁth and 17th Streets and Broadway and the Lest
River. At Z2nd Avemue and Tth street he built & concodious stone
kouse". ("Evolution of Stuyvessnt Village" - A.A.Rikenman)

"stuyvesant Square wus deeded to the City by P.i.Stuyvesant in
1838, but was maintained as e privete park erclosed by s high fence
for come years but was finally epened to the public”. ("Tconography
of lNew York City" = Stokes.)

"On June 30th 1860 Charles I. Bunting sold te Kobert k, “iilletis
and Charles 4. kayrard and others a lot which includes the entire
front on zuther ford [lace bhatwsen 15th and 18th ttreets for 85,000,
I% was held by them in trust for the Soclety of Friends“. ("Rarly
kew York Houses" - Pelletresu.) On this plot was erected the
vesting Hlouse under consideration, as well as the adjoining Seminary
or College.

History und Description

¥rhe liheral branch of the Quakérs (called by others Hicksites)
retained possession of the Hester Htreet House and School and re.oved
in 1881 teo the present Heebting liouse and beminary at 1bth to 16th
Streets and kutherford Place. These bulldings were srected and

probably designed by Cherles . Bunting (1804-1881))a mermbey of the
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meetinz®, ("Quakerisw in Wew York"™ - John Cox, Jr.)
It is inberesting to note in connectlon with the foregoing

"slins Tlicks founded the branch known

reference to Hicksites that:
as Hicksites. le was one of the nost active and energetic preach-
ars the foclely has ever known and his and hia followers! views
led te a complets separstion bLetween them and the torthodox'. At
the vrasent time the 'QOrhtodox', greatly diminished in nuubers,
worship in the building in Gramercy Park. The iiicksites are far

H "

rore numerous’. {"Early New York Houses" - Pelletreau.)

The Building

The Neeting HHouse is a siuple gabled structure of smooth red
brick, surmoﬁnted by a wood cornice painted white. The front
{East) entrance is wurked by a wood columned porch of agré?ble
vroportions, and the shapes of the high double row of windows,
with brown wood shutters, ilmpart by their excellent sirucing s de-
lightful cuality of dighity and guiet chara. The setting, with
the spacious front and side lawns further enhances the buildineg.

To the Horth is the Seminéry where the Soclety maintains an
gxcallent school for children of any danonination. There is a
link betlsecen itre Leebing ouse and the Schocl which has been alter-
ed at u luter date. The prezent survey has recorded only the
uecting Fouse.

The orincipal clement of the interior is bthe Veeting ['all,
peasuring auproximstely 50 feet wide hy €4 feat laong. It is
simply treated bub apgein marked by pleasunt croportions in the
glements of its design. The seating is raised on steps at the

rear znd st the sides, also aguin at the Elders' ilatform st the



1 &F & i . g‘ e . .
HABS Noo 4! 3. WY

. s Cat. Neys
Friends' Meetling House :

West end of the room. There is & balcony around three sides of
the Hell; the celling is flat with a large cove at the walls. The
wood dado, doors and trim are painted to Lultute oak graining, form=
ing a darker note against the greyish tan wslls and the lighter
plaster ceiling. The wood benches are noteworthy; one half of the
seatings have solid backs (for men} while ihe other half, for use
of the women members, have slots in the backs where women's bustles
could project.

At the Eeast is the Vestibule with Class Rooms and a Library
on the Second Floor over it. These rooms were added later by
cutting of £ part of the rear bulcony space. In 1924 a central
heating plant wes installed and the large chinney was udded at the

fiegt end of the buillding.
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